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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matthews et al. (US 4,602,129). 

Regarding claim 1, Matthews discloses an electronic audio communications 
system with versatile message delivery (column 1 , lines 12-17), (which reads on 
claimed "a communication system in which a plurality of communication terminals (18 
on FIG. 1), which are connected to a network (column 4, line 18 "telephone 
communications network") including a Public Switched Network (FIG. 1) in a category 
thereof, mutually communicate through communication data addressed to a common 
phone number (column 22, line 62 "an address") issued by a communication terminal 
(18 on FIG. 1) being a management terminal"), comprising: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



states. 
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a phone number management unit (column 22, line 54 "an addressee"), a 
message management unit (10 on FIG, 1) and a bulletin board unit (column 70, line 34 
"verbal bulletin board") provided in the network (column 4, lines 24-40) [The telephone 
communication network multiple PBXs with a variety of user terminals and the voice 
mail system including the verbal bulletin board]; 

means for registering a predetermined communication terminal (column 22, line 
64 "previously define individual telephone numbers") so as to correspond to the issued 
common phone number (column 22, line 62 "as an address" which is a telephone 
number) by sending an identification name (column 22, line 64 "defined individual 
telephone number" which identified a communication terminal) of the predetermined 
communication terminals of the plurality of communication terminals to the phone 
number management unit in correspondence with the common phone number issued 
from the management terminal (column 22, lines 54-68) [The user dials the telephone 
numbers to be added in the distribution list code and the list is translated as an address 
of three digits]; 

means for sending a message file (column 22, line 66 "a single voice message") 
from a registered communication terminal (column 22, line 65 "The user") using the 
common phone number to other registered communication terminals (column 22, line 
66 "a number of people") via the message management unit when a first mode in which 
the message file is to be directly sent to the other communication terminals is selected 
and leaving the message file in the message management unit (column 22, line 65 to 
column 23, line 2) [The voice mail system sends a single voice message to a number of 
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people using the distribution list independently to each person within the group] and 
notifying the other registered communication terminals of arrival of the message file 
when a second mode in which any registered communication terminal accesses to the 
message mianagement unit to receive the message file is selected (column 28, lines 18- 
46) [The inquiry function which enables the user to call the voice mail system after the 
system notifies the user for having messages waiting in a mailbox]. 

means for leaving a message (column 70, line 35 "recorded messages") sent by 
accessing from a registered communication terminal (column 70, line 35 "the user") to 
the common phone number on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 35-58) [The 
system allows the user to record a message and the recipient would use the feature 
known as verbal bulletin board]; and 

means for reading at any time the message file left in the message management 
unit, in a case where the message file is left in the message nianagement unit, and the 
message left on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 2-33) (The system allows other 
users to access the receive only message address to hear messages that are stored in 
the received only message address], in a case where the message is left on the 
bulleting board unit, from an arbitrary one of the other registered communication 
terminals (column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows other users to access the receive 
only message address to hear message therein using the verbal bulletin board]. 
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Regarding claims 2, 5, 8 and 11, IVIatthews discloses wherein each of the 
communication terminals has an identification name which is any one of a telephone 
number, an E-mail address and an identification number assigned to each of the 
communication terminal and an identification number assigned to a medium in a case 
where the communication terminal is capable of using the medium (column 22, lines 54- 
68). 

Regarding claims 3, 6, 9 and 12, Matthews discloses wherein the message file 
and the message contain one or more infonnation mode selected from voice 
information, character information and Image information, respectively (column 22, lines 
54-68). 

Regarding claim 4, Matthews discloses an electronic audio communications 
system with versatile message delivery (column 1, lines 12-17), (which reads on 
claimed "a communication system in which a plurality of communication terminals, 
which are connected to a network including a Public Switched Network in a category 
thereof, mutually communicate through communication data addressed to a common 
phone number issued by a communication terminal being a management terminal"), 
comprising: 

a phone number management unit (column 22, line 54 "an addressee"), a 
message management unit (10 on FIG. 1) and a bulletin board unit (column 70, line 34 
"verbal bulletin board") provided in the network (column 4, lines 24-40) [The telephone 
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communication network multiple PBXs with a variety of user terminals and the voice 
mail system including the verbal bulletin board]; 

means for registering, after being accessed by an arbitrary one of the plurality of 
communication terminals (column 22, line 64 "previously define individual telephone 
numbers") using the issued common phone number and receiving a confirmation by the 
management terminal, the arbitrary one of the communication terminals in 
correspondence with the common phone number issued from the management terminal 
(column 22, lines 54-68) [The user dials the telephone numbers to be added in the 
distribution list code and the list is translated as an address of three digits]; 

means for sending a message file sent by accessing from a registered 
communication terminal to the common phone number to other registered 
communication terminals via the message management unit when a first mode in which 
the message file is to be directly sent to the other communication terminals is selected 
(column 22, line 65 to column 23, line 2) [The voice mail system sends a single voice 
message to a number of people using the distribution list independently to each person 
within the group] and leaving the message file in the message management unit when a 
second mode in which any registered communication terminal accesses to the message 
management unit to receive the message file is selected (column 28. lines 18-46) [The 
inquiry function which enables the user to call the voice mail system after the system 
notifies the user for having messages waiting in a mailbox]; 

means for leaving a message sent by accessing from a registered 
communication terminals to the common phone number on the bulletin board unit 
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(column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows the user to record a message and the 
recipient would use the feature known as verbal bulletin board]; and 

means for reading at any time the message file left in the message management 
unit, in a case where the message file is left in the message management unit, and the 
message left on the bulletin board unit, in a case where the message is left on the 
bulletin board unit, from an arbitrary one of the other registered communication 
terminals (column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows other users to access the receive 
only message address to hear message therein using the verbal bulletin board]. 

Regarding claim 7, Matthews discloses an electronic audio communications 
system with versatile message delivery (column 1, lines 12-17), (which reads on 
claimed "a communication method in which a plurality of communication terminals, 
which are connected to a network including a Public Switched Network in a category 
thereof, mutually communicate through communication data addressed to a common 
phone number issued by a communication terminal being a management terminal "), 
wherein: 

the network is provided with a phone number management unit (column 22, line 
54 "an addressee"), a message management unit (10 on FIG. 1) and a bulletin board 
unit (column 70, line 34 "verbal bulletin board"), and the method comprising the steps of: 

registering a predetermined communication terminal so as to correspond to the 
issued common phone number by sending an identification name of the predetermined 
communication terminal of the plurality of communication terminals to the phone 
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number management unit in correspondence with the common phone number issued 
from the management terminal (column 22, lines 54-68) [The user dials the telephone 
numbers to be added in the distribution list code and the list is translated as an address 
of three digits]; 

sending a message file sent by accessing from a registered communication 
terminal to the common phone number to other registered communication terminals via 
the message management unit when a first mode in which the message file is to be 
directly sent to the other communication terminals is selected and leaving the message 
file in the message management unit (column 22, line 65 to column 23, line 2) [The 
voice mail system sends a single voice message to a number of people using the 
distribution list independently to each person within the group] and notifying the other 
registered communication terminals of arrival of the message file when a second mode 
(column 4, line 37 "constant light") in which any registered communication terminal 
accesses to the message management unit to receive the message file is selected 
(column 28, lines 18-46) [The inquiry function which enables the user to call the voice 
mail system after the system notifies the user for having messages waiting in a 
mailbox]; 

leaving a message sent by accessing from a registered communication terminal 
to the common phone number on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 35-58) [The 
system allows the user to record a message and the recipient would use the feature 
known as verbal bulletin board]; and 
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reading at any time the message file left in the message management unit or the 
message left on the bulletin board unit from an arbitrary one of the registered 
communication terminals (column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows other users to 
access the receive only message address to hear message therein using the verbal 
bulletin board]. 

Regarding claim 10, Matthews discloses an electronic audio communications 
system with versatile message delivery (column 1, lines 12-17), (which reads on 
claimed "a communication method in which a plurality of communication terminals, 
which are connected to a network including a Public Switched Network in a category 
thereof, mutually communicate through communication data addressed to a common 
phone number issued by a communication terminal being a management terminal"), 
wherein: 

the network is provided with a phone number management unit (column 22, line 
54 "an addressee"), a message management unit (10 on FIG, 1) and a bulletin board 
unit (column 70, line 34 "verbal bulletin board"), and the method comprising the steps of: 

registering, after being accessed by an arbitrary one of the plurality of 
communication terminals using the issued common phone number and receiving a 
confirmation by the management terminal, the arbitrary one of the communication 
terminals in correspondence with the common phone number issued from the 
management terminal (column 22, lines 54-68) [The user dials the telephone numbers 
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to be added in the distribution list code and the list is translated as an address of three 
digits]; 

sending a message file sent by accessing from a registered communication 
terminal to the common phone number to other registered communication terminals via 
the message management unit when a first mode in which the message file is to be 
directly sent to the other communication terminals is selected (column 22, line 65 to 
column 23, line 2) [The voice mail system sends a single voice message to a number of 
people using the distribution list independently to each person within the group] and 
leaving the message file in the message management unit when a second mode in 
which any registered communication terminal accesses to the message management 
unit to receive the message file is selected (column 28, lines 18-46) [The inquiry 
function which enables the user to call the voice mail system after the system notifies 
the user for having messages waiting in a mailbox]; 

leaving a message sent by accessing from a registered communication terminal 
to the common phone number on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 35-58) [The 
system allows the user to record a message and the recipient would use the feature 
known as verbal bulletin board]; and 

reading at any time the message file left in the message management unit, in a 
case where the message file is left in the message management unit and the message 
left on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 2-33) [The system allows other users to 
access the receive only message address to hear messages that are stored in the 
received only message address], in a case where the message is left on the bulletin 
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board unit, from an arbitrary one of the other registered communication terminals 
(column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows other users to access the receive only 
message address to hear message therein using the verbal bulletin board]. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




March 29, 2004 
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SUPFRVIS'^n" PATENT EXAMINER 
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